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A Bay Shore manufacturer
takes international route

Offers a cheaper alternative
to major home renovations

By BERNADETTE STARZEE

3

Bob Giglione

Michael Stracuzza developed
GroutShields Color Seal — a do-it-

yourself grout sealant, restoration,

coloring and cleaning product — in
his garage in West Islip. In April, the
inventor expanded the warehouse
space for his manufacturing compa-
ny, GroutShields Distributors, for the
third time in three years, trading
1,100 square feet in Hauppauge for
2,300 square feet in Bay Shore. The

product has also been picked up for

distribution in Ireland and Australia
this year.

Grout was no stranger to Stracuz-

za, who started doing tile work when
he was 16 years old.
“When grout gets dirty, it makes

the entire room look discolored and
disgusting,” he said. GroutShields, Michael Stracuzza developed the idea for his product in 1997.
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which comes in different colors, in-
cluding custom colors, is applied to
existing grout, allowing homeowners
to change the grout color and ap-
pearance of their tile floors, walls,
countertops and backsplashes. For
$59.99, it allows them to update the
look of a room of up to 500 square
feet. And, Stracuzza noted, if the
walls or floors are property main-
tained — cleaned with a damp mop or
cloth — the waterproof and stain-re-
sistant sealer will last forever.

The poor economy has benefited
Stracuzza’s business. “People don’t
have the money to rip out an entire
bathroom,” he said. “After they use
this product, their floor and walls —
the entire room — will look completely
transformed.” If some grout is miss-
ing, do-it-yourselfers can mix the
sealer with sanded or unsanded
grout to fill in the holes.

Stracuzza came up with the idea
for the product in 1997. He contacted
a chemist and tested it over a five-
year period, and then began applying
it in his contracting work.

In 2006, GroutShields launched a
Web site and began marketing the
product directly to consumers, in the
form of do-it-yourself kits. Web site

videos demonstrate how effective

and easy to use the product is.
Stracuzza, for instance, pours soy
sauce on a floor containing his prod-
uct in one area and ordinary grout in
another. The ordinary grout immedi-
ately discolors, while GroutShields
remains pristine.

The Web site gets 100 to 150 hits
a day, and the company fills eight to
15 orders per day from homeowners.

“I have had letters from do-it-
yourselfers who said how easy it was
to apply,” he said. “I had a letter from
one woman who said she and her
daughter used it to redo a kitchen.”

Three years ago, the company
began marketing the product to con-
tractors through licensing agree-
ments. For $2,900, contractors re-
ceive startup materials and exclusive
rights to use the product and its
name within 25 square miles of their
location. According to Stracuzza, the
company has licensing agreements
with 87 contractors, who receive
product at wholesale rates.

“It’s a great add-on for a contrac-
tor or a carpet guy,” he said. “If a
homeowner doesn’t want to rip up a
floor, the contractor can offer this op-
tion instead. Or if a carpet guy is in-
stalling carpeting in other rooms, he

can tell the homeowner how they can

transform their tile floors.”

This year, GroutShields contracted
with distributors in Ireland and Aus-
tralia, who buy the product in bulk
and distribute it within their coun-
tries. Stracuzza has processed re-
quests for close to 10,000 kits over-
seas, and is now engaged in talks with
distributors in Canada and Great
Britain. According to Stracuzza, the
distributors approached him, after
finding his product on the Internet.

Focused on growth, Stracuzza en-
visions his product being offered in
home superstores like Home Depot
and Lowe’s as well as tile stores. He
is considering doing a spot on the
Home Shopping Group.

And given the poor economy,
GroutShields plans to experiment
with a lower price point this sum-
mer: $39.99 for up to 500 square feet.

Stracuzza, who works 75 to 80
hours per week, said he expects to
hire additional help within the next
two months. He has a part-time ad-
ministrative assistant, but has been
reluctant to share the manufacturing
load.

“I feel like it’s my baby, and I don’t
want to let go,” he said.

Bernadette Starzee can be reached at
starzee@optonline.net

Groutshields Distributors
9 Madison Avenue
North Bay Shore, NY 11706
(631) 617-6800





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


